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Forecast For 2013
Hurricane Season
According to Colorado
State University climatologists, those living in
hurricane zones along
the East Coast and
Gulf Coast are in for
another long year. The
extended range Atlantic
Basin hurricane forecast
indicates “enhanced
activity” compared
with recent
(1981-2010) historical
climate data.
2013 Atlantic Basin Seasonal Hurricane Forecast
Models suggest:
• Named Storms: 18
• Hurricanes: 9
• Major Hurricanes (Category 3 or higher): 4
Probabilities For At Least One Major Hurricane To Make
Landfall On The Following Coastal Areas
• Entire U.S. coastline: 72%
(average for last century is 52%)
• U.S. East Coast Including Florida Peninsula: 48% (average for last century is 31%)
• Gulf Coast from the Florida Panhandle westward to
Brownsville, TX: 47% (average for last century is 30%)
The above estimates are markedly higher when compared
to the 2012 extended range outlook. Though the forecast
initially calls for a below-average season, devastating
storms like Sandy and Isaac made 2012 one for the meteorological record books.
According to the 2013 report, the prediction for an aboveaverage hurricane season is due to the combination of an
anomalously warm tropical Atlantic and a relatively low
likelihood of an El Niño climate pattern.
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Farm Bill Passes
in Senate

Fresh produce prices
increase above
inflation in 2013
Updated government
retail price forecasts for
fresh produce predict
3.5% to 4.5% inflation
this year for the category.

The U.S. Senate passed the Agriculture Reform, Food,
and Jobs Act of 2013, also known as the Farm Bill this
past spring.
Both bills address many priorities critical to the NWA
and our members, including programs supporting
essential research, market promotion, and nutrition,
and continue their support of specialty crops that was
established in the 2008 Farm Bill.
The NWA, a member of the Specialty Crop Farm Bill
Alliance, worked closely with senators and produce
industry stakeholders to secure support for several
programs of particular importance to the fresh fruit and
vegetable industry.
Highlights of the bills include:
• Specialty Crop Block Grants funded at $70 million per year
• Specialty Crop Research Initiative funded at $25 million (fiscal year 2014); $30 million (fiscal year 201516); $65 million (fiscal year 2017); $50 million (fiscal
year 2018)
• Coordinated Plant Management Program funded at
$60 million (fiscal year 2014-17) and $65 million (fiscal year 2018)
• Market Access Program and Technical Assistance for
Specialty Crops fully funded at 2008 Farm Bill levels
• Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program fully funded at
2008 Farm Bill levels
• Section 32 specialty crop purchases funded at 2008
Farm Bill levels
• Department of Defense Fresh program fully funded
at $50 million per year consistent with 2008 levels
The looming issue that could derail the farm bill
deals with the SNAP program (previously called
food stamps). Republicans are pushing to reduce
the significant investment in this particular feeding
program; some Democrats are against it; other Democrats in AG Districts are caught in between, wanting
to support Ag yet not wanting to see cuts as dramatic
as are being suggested (and passed in the AG committees). Recently President Obama indicated that
he would veto the farm bill if the cuts to the SNAP
program were not to his liking.
The U.S. House failed to pass their version in June.
We may be in for a long summer and fall.

A professional skateboarder performs on
the watermelon bowl in Argentina. The
bowl was painted by artist Patricio Pascale.

That compares to 2%
price deflation in 2012
for all fresh produce, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
reported in May.
The USDA’s Economic Research Service said that retail
fresh fruit prices for 2013 are forecast to rise 3% to 4%
in 2013, after 1% inflation in 2012 and 3.3% higher
prices in 2011. With fresh fruit prices decreasing 0.5%
in April, the USDA report said the fresh fruit index is up
1.4% from the same time a year ago.
Fresh vegetable retail prices are estimated to climb 4%
to 5% in 2013. Fresh vegetable prices were up 4.6% in
April compared with the same time last year.
The consumer price of all food consumed at home in
2013 is forecast to climb 2.5% to 3.5%, the same forecast range as food consumed away from home.

Black Japan watermelon
HOKKAIDO, Japan
sells for $3,200
(CNN/AVN/NHK) Talk about an expensive watermelon.
Someone bought
one of these for more
than $3,000 at an
auction in Japan.
Watermelons from
Toma are popular
as gifts in the country.
They have darker
skins than other
watermelons, and
they also have a sweeter taste. The broker who spent
$3,200 on his watermelon says he offered a high price,
hoping the taste will further improve toward the summer.
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